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his utmost to be considerate and to be fair, and I think that Dolling
has acted most indefensibly in the whole matter.10

In a further letter he wrote: *It is to me as though a man had
made a beautiful work of art and then deliberately smashed it in
a fit of temper/11 Halifax, despite a great regard for Dolling and
his mission, agreed in the main with Villiers, and the English
Church Union, with a few grumbles from the extremists, did
not array its forces against the Bishop of Winchester.

A few months later the Union lost one of its oldest and
staunchest members in 'the Archdeacon/ George Anthony
Denison. At the beginning of March he "wrote a letter to Hali-
fax on the occasion of a meeting at Exeter Hall. He ended,
characteristically, with the words: 'This is all I can say. I make
no reply to anything that may be said on it/12 On the 2ist he
died. Halifax had had numerous tussles with 'the Archdeacon/
whose judgment he had often suspected, but whose courage and
unequivocating Catholicism he had never ceased to admire. He
was a 'bonny fighter/ content with no less honourable a place
than the front rank, and Halifax personally made the arrange-
ments for a Requiem Mass in St. Paul's Cathedral.

In 1897 the President nearly parted company with his Coun-
cil. To commemorate the Diamond Jubilee, the mayor of a
certain north-country town had presented a peal of bells to
the parish church, the vicar being his chaplain and also presi-
dent of one of the districts of the Union. The transaction ap-
peared innocuous, but unhappily it transpired that the mayor,
some thirty years earlier when he was a Nonconformist, had
married his deceased wife's sister. A complaint was lodged with
the Council of the Union. At first the members were content to
leave the matter to Halifax, who ascertained that the mayor
had contracted his marriage 'in perfect good faith, and in entire
ignorance of the law of the Church, of which he was not a
member, and at a time 'when it was thought the Civil Law was